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breeds with us ; the nest is simply a slight hollow in the
ground, and the few eggs are olive with darker spots.
The young are active little chicks clothed in speckled
down. They fledge off into a plumage either like that
of the old hen, or characteristic of their age. The sexes
usually differ in size or plumage or both.
The males go through more exaggerated antics at the
breeding season than any other birds, but if they are not
actually polygamous, their ideas of marital duties appear
to be lax, and the female has to do all the sitting and rear-
ing. At other times they are quiet, rather uninteresting
birds; they feed both on small animals ,such as insects, and
vegetable matter—berries, shoots, seeds, etc., but their
general tendency is rather insectivorous than vegetarian,
and they are hardly ever destructive to crops, to which
they probably do a great deal of good. Indeed, they are
birds with which a country is never likely to be overstock
ed, and it is to be hoped that our game preservers will
look well after their interests.
Should it be necessary to keep them in confinement,
they will be found to do well in a dry aviary or enclosure
and may be fed on such food as is given to young poultry,
meal with hard-boiled egg, green food, boiled grain and
chopped meat, etc.
If under netting they should have a string net ceiling
under the wire, as they spring up violently when alarmed.
They drink little if at all and do not bathe, rolling in
dust like fowls. Travelling cages for them should have a
canvas ceiling under the top, and be either well bedded
down with sand or sawdust, or provided with a very
close-meshed wooden or wicker grating above the real
floor. The latter is the cleaner plan, but if the grating
is not close they will get their legs broken.
Bustards all have much the same style of plumage, a
more or less fine pencilling of black on buff, often very

